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os/Cie

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
Mission to Georgia

Spot Report

Topic |Firing Incident in Sveri/Andzisi Area in the Georgian-Ossetian Zone of Conflict

Date: |30 July 2008

On 29 July, at the morning meeting at the Joint Peacekeeping Forces Headquarters (JPKF
HQ), the Commander of the JPKF ordered a Joint Monitoring to the area close to the
Georgian administered village of Sveri, and the Ossetian administered village of Andzisi,
respectively 13 and 14 kilometres north of Tskhinvali. The Joint Monitoring was ordered to
confirm information received by the JPKF HQ of firing occurring in the area in the early hours
of the morning.

The Joint Monitoring Team (JMT) departed the JPKF HQ at 09:45 and proceeded north along
the Transcaucasus Highway (TransCam) towards Sveri. At approximately 10:10, when the
JMT was about 300 metres south of Sveri, intensive shooting began. The JMT “UAZ” vehicle
stopped and its personnel immediately left the vehicle and took cover in a trench which was
on the left hand side of the road. The initial fire was from automatic and machine gun
weapons and this fire continued. The OSCE vehicle attempted to reverse out of the area, and
at that moment the OSCE MMOs noted one explosion with blue smoke in front of it. This was
swiftly followed by another one under the vehicle. While reversing, a third explosion occurred
on the right hand side of the road. It is assessed that this fire was either from AGS-17 (Russian
acronym for automatic grenade launcher) or GP-25 (Russian acronym for under-barrel
grenade launcher (mounted on assault rifles), and came from different directions. The OSCE
vehicle drove back down the road approximately 200 metres and during this time OSCE
MMOs heard very intensive machine gun fire.

The attackers then attempted to direct their fire at the JMT “UAZ” vehicle and the JPKF
Military Observers (MO). The OSCE MMOs contacted the Chief Military Officer (CMO) in
Thilisi, and informed him of the situation. The CMO, in turn, contacted the Commander of the
JPKF and requested that the Quick Reaction Force (QRF) be dispatched to the scene.

The firing ceased after 5 minutes. Shortly after, OSCE MMOs observed one red “Lada Niva”
4x4, with Georgian number plates, approaching the OSCE vehicle. As the AGS-17/GP-25
began firing again towards the “Niva”, it came to a halt and two men and one woman left the
car and began videotaping the event. The woman was talking on her mobile telephone
throughout [Comment: It appears it was Georgian Press. Comment Ends]. The OSCE MMOs
strongly requested that they leave the area immediately due to the dangerous situation, which
they eventually did. The firing lasted approximately 25 minutes. About 30 minutes after the
firing ceased, the JPKF “UAZ” and the JPKF MOs joined the OSCE vehicle. After 5 minutes

a Georgian Police car arrived with five armed policemen, and escorted the JMT out of the
area.



At 11.30, the JMT returned at the JPKF HQ and reported on the shooting incident to the
Commander of the JPKF.

At 14:00, the Commander of the JPKF ordered a follow-up patrol to the same area to ascertain
further details of the incident that took place in the morning. At 14:40, the JMT reached the
Georgian Police post in Sveri, which was manned by five armed policemen. They informed
the JMT that on 29 July at 04:30, firing began from the South Ossetian side from four
different directions towards their post (from two directions from the area of Andzisi village
and two directions from the area of the Ossetian administered village of Kitsina,
approximately 15 kilometres north north east of Tskhinvali). The Georgian policemen stated
that they waited for 30 minutes and then opened return fire towards Andzisi and Kitsina. They
showed the JMT their UAZ car with holes from automatic weapons and one tree close to the
Post, damaged by a grenade, possibly RPG-7 (the Russian acronym for a shoulder-launched
anti-tank rocket propelled grenade launcher). The policemen added that they heard one truck,
operating in the Kitsina area. According to them, the shooting finally stopped at 10:30.
Several houses in Sveri received damage to walls and roofs.

At 15:10, the JMT arrived at the South Ossetian “Militia” post in Andzisi and was stopped by
four armed individuals, who came from the South Ossetian positions. They confirmed that the
outbreak of fire started at 04:30 but stated that it originated from the Georgian Police post, and
they returned fire. They claimed they did not possess AGS-17 and automatic weapons of large
calibre.

This incident is symptomatic of the level of tension in the zone of the Georgian-Ossetian
conflict. Neither of the sides commented on the fact that the JMT came under fire, or admitted
firing upon the JMT. The likelihood of such incidents re-occurring is extremely high.
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Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
Mission to Georgia

Spot Report

Topic: | Update on the situation in the zone of the Georgian-Ossetian conflict
Date: |7 August 2008

The military security situation in the zone of conflict deteriorated further. Since the afternoon
of 6 August fire was exchanged almost along the whole line of contact between the Georgian
and South Ossetian sides. Hotspots were the Avnevi-Nuli-Khetagurovo (8 km west of
Tskhinvali) area as well as the Dmenisi-Prisi area (east of Tskhinvali). Firing, reportedly also
from mortars and artillery, caused an unknown number of casualties and fatalities. Firing
continued after a short break this moming.

On 7 August, the Russian Special Envoy for the Georgian-Ossetian conflict, Ambassador Yuri
Popov arrived in Tbilisi. According to a preliminary arrangement agreed with the Georgian
side he was supposed to mediate a meeting between the State Minister of Reintegration
Yakobashvili and the South Ossetian JCC Co-Chairman Boris Chochiev in Tskhinvali. At the
same time there were contradicting statements with regard to the position of the South
Ossetian side on this initiative. Later in the day, the South Ossetian side rejected any
possibility for a bilateral meeting with the Georgian side and insisted on a meeting in the JCC
format.

As a result of further negotiations between State Minister Yakobashvili and Ambassador
Popov held on 7 August in Tbilisi, it was agreed that both would travel separately to the zone
of conflict to undertake further efforts to organize a meeting between Mr. Yakobashvili and
Mr. Chochiev. An OSCE and JPKF team escorted the team of State Minister Yakobashvili to
the JPKF Headquarters in Tskhinvali, where he had a meeting with Ambassador Popov and
the JPKF Commander General Kulakhmetov. Despite renewed efforts by the Russian side to
convince the South Ossetian side as well as the insistence of General Kulakhmetov that such a
meeting was urgently needed, the South Ossetian side refused to participate. State Minister
Yakobashvili afterwards left Tskhinvali.

The Mission was able during the day to confirm significant movements of troops and
equipment on the Georgian side towards Gori from the east and west. Other troops and
equipment were observed stationary north of Gori just outside the zone of conflict.

In the afternoon, a Georgian JPKF Military Observer (MO) accompanying a tripartite JPFK
joint monitoring team (JMT) left that monitoring after receiving a telephone order to do so.
The Georgian JPKF Headquarters element also left the JPKF compound in Tskhinvali at
around the same time.

At 19:00 hrs local time President Saakashvili in a televised address stated that he had just
given an order to cease fire. He called on the South Ossetian and Russian sides to stop the
bloodshed as well and meet at the negotiating table in whatever bilateral or multilateral

format. According to the Mission’s Tskhinvali Field Office, firing has stopped after the TV
address in the area which the Office staff can assess.
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Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
Mission to Georgia

Spot Report

Topic: |Spot Report on the situation in the zone of the Georgian-Ossetian conflict:
Update No. 1 (11:00 Thilisi time)
Date: |8 August 2008

The temporary unilateral ceasefire ordered by President Saakashvili at around 19:00 hrs on
7 August was stable and also observed by the South Ossetian side for some hours until fire
reportedly was exchanged again at around 22:00 hrs. Shortly before midnight, the center of
Tskhinvali came under heavy fire and shelling, presumably also from GRAD systems and
artillery stationed outside the zone of conflict. The Mission’s Tskhinvali Field Office has also
been hit and its three remaining international staff took shelter in the basement.

Exchanges of fire have been continuing with some short breaks. Fighter planes reportedly
participated as well. An over flight of Tskhinvali by two airplanes in the morning was
confirmed by various incoming reports including audiovisual ones. There are credible reports
that the Georgian side took several South Ossetian administered villages under its control,
albeit the Mission is not in a position to independently confirm that. It was also reported that
the shelling on Tskhinvali stopped and Georgian troops may be in the city.

The Georgian Interior Ministry distributed information that three Russian fighter planes
violated Georgian airspace and dropped bombs in or near the village of Kareli outside the
zone of conflict close to Gori.

Georgian President Saakashvili has declared full-fledged mobilization in Georgia in a
televised address.

Credible international sources confirmed that the town of Gori close to the zone of conflict

has been bombed by fighter planes. Georgian TV reports that one Russian plane has been shot
down.
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