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Ouve X

News | LGBTQ

Greece first Orthodox Christian country to legalise same-
sex marriage

Parliament votes 176-76 to pass the bill which also allows same-sex couples to legally
adopt children.

21

LGBTQ activists and supporters gather in front of the Greek parliament ahead of a vote on the bill which
4 legalises same-sex marriage, in Athens [Louisa Gouliamaki/Reuters]
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The measure was passed by parliament late on Thursday with 176 lawmakers
* from across the political spectrum voting in favour, and 76 against. Two ab-
- stained and 46 were not present.

&

KEEP READING
Vatican approves blessings for same-sex couples
Estonia passes law to allow same-sex marriage

Thailand’s latest push for same-sex marriage law

The bill required a simple majority to pass in the 300-member parliament.

The vote, which came after two days of debate and weeks of public reactions,
will now legally allow same-sex couples to adopt children as well.

People in favour of the vote celebrated and cheered on the streets of the capi-
tal, Athens, while those opposed, including many identifying with the
Orthodox Church, rallied in protest. They displayed banners, held crosses,
" read prayers and sang passages from the Bible.

Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis, who had championed the legislation,
faced resistance from within his own centre-right New Democracy party but
was joined by politicians from other parties in the vote.

- “People who have been invisible will finally be made visible around us. And
- with them, many children [will] finally find their rightful place,” Mitsotakis
told lawmakers before the vote.

“The reform that we are legislating today ... will make the life of some of our
You rely on Al Jazeers for truth and transparency
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The vote has passed: as of tonight, Greece is proud to
become the 16th EU country to legislate marriage equality.
This is a milestone for human rights, reflecting today’s
Greece - a progressive, and democratic country,
passionately committed to European values.
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But as well as some public backlash, political opposition to the bill was con-
siderable, with former Prime Minister Antonis Samaras among the top critics.
Samaras, a former president of Mitsotakis’s New Democracy, had told parlia-
ment during debates that the “dangerous” law must not be passed.
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Syriza has criticised that the legislation still bans same-sex couples from be-
coming parents through surrogacy — something Kasselakis has said wants to
pursue with his own partner.

Mitsotakis posted on X after the vote that Greece was “proud” to become the
16th country in the European Union to legislate marriage equality.

~ “This is a milestone for human rights, reflecting today’s Greece — a progres-
sive, and democratic country, passionately committed to European values,” he
said.

Greece had until now lagged behind some of its European neighbours in the
27-member bloc, due to opposition from a portion of the socially conservative
nation, especially from the Orthodox Church.

It has now become the first country in southeastern Europe to have passed
legislation legalising same-sex marriage.

“It’s a significant day for many families that from now on are visible,” said
Vassilis Iosif, a 52-year-old artist. “It’s a tremendous decision from a govern-
ment no one expected but they delivered. It’s a small step, but still a step. It’s
a step for equality, justice and love.”

You rely on Al Jazeera for truth and transparency

We use cookies and other tracking technologies to deliver and personalize content and ads, enable features, measure site
verformance, and enable social media sharing. You can choose o custemize your preferences  Learn more about our Cookie
Policy.
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[ | " ¥ il
Protesters against the bill pray in front of the Greek parliament, ahead of the vote, in Athens [Louisa
Gouliamaki/Reuters]

SOURCE: AL JAZEERA AND NEWS AGENCIES
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